
On September 30, hundreds of Manitobans 
of all backgrounds, many wearing orange 
shirts, honoured the inaugural National  
Day for Truth and Reconciliation, by 
acknowledging and learning about the 
terrible legacy of Indian Residential Schools.

With the generous support of the Government  
of Manitoba, the Museum offered complimentary 
admission to 3,584 visitors. Visitors greatly 
appreciated the opportunity to learn, reflect, and 
respond to the legacy of Indian Residential Schools 
as part of our collective journey through Truth and 
towards Reconciliation. One visitor wrote, “Thank 
you for adding Indigenous perspectives to the 
Manitoba Museum I have known and loved as a child.”

Working in partnership with the National Centre  
for Truth and Reconciliation, a self-guided tour  
of the Museum brought visitors awareness of the 
voice of Survivors through documentaries and 
temporary and permanent museum exhibits.  
Many exhibits also highlighted connections to  
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)  
Calls to Action and a series of videos helped to 
expand on the history and understanding of Indian 
Residential Schools. These videos captured first 
hand experiences of Survivors and included 
messages of lasting impact from community leaders 
such as Murray Sinclair, Phyllis Webstad, and Nikki 
Komaksiutiksak. Orange Shirt Days at the Manitoba 
Museum amplified Indigenous voices, supporting 
ongoing community dialogue and understanding.  
It was a moving experience for many.  

The most inspiring part of the 
event was the 950 responses we 
received from people of all ages.  
At the Manitoba Cares wall, 
visitors shared their thoughts and made  
a commitment to act for Reconciliation. 

They wrote their pledge on a note and posted  
it for others to see. Among these promises were 
expressions of sorrow and acknowledgements of  
the harms experienced at Indian Residential Schools. 

“I think we need exhibits like this all year round. 
Education is power. We are still here. Every child 
matters. Chi. Miigwetch.” wrote one visitor. 

Another wrote, “I feel… inspired, educated and  
ready to take what I have learned and apply it to 
environments around me (family, friends, work, etc.).” 

We were humbled that so many came to the 
Museum motivated to learn and participate  
in the critical, complex dialogue necessary  
to advancing Reconciliation. 
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REPORT
Image: © Manitoba Museum / Ian McCausland

I feel sad because 
some kids got took  
from their family.
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Working with and for communities  
has been the focus of the Manitoba  
Museum for many years.  

This commitment continues with the valued 
engagement of the Museum Indigenous Advisory 
Circle, and many Indigenous community members  
and representatives. With their respected advice  
and guidance, we work closely with families and 
communities to tell their stories at the Museum. 
Engagement with Indigenous communities and 
partners for the recent Capital Renewal Project 
Bringing Our Stories Forward, and ongoing initiatives, 
exhibitions and programs is a priority to ensure 
Indigenous-led and underrepresented stories  
continue to part of the museum experience.

The Indigenous Advisory Circle met twice this  
year, virtually in June and in person in November.  
In November, the Indigenous Advisory Circle was 
finally able to tour the newly renovated and newly 
opened Prairies and Welcome Galleries, to which 
they gave so much of their advice and time  
between 2018 and 2019. 

As the Museum and the Indigenous Advisory  
Circle continue to collaborate, our conversations 
have focused on exploring and understanding 
concepts and methods towards Indigenization  
and Decolonization of museums. These are issues 
critical for museums today as we continue to develop 
community projects, exhibitions, programs, school 
curriculum, and consider hiring practices and 
internships, to name a few. We are embarking on  
a new era under new leadership with a strategic  
plan on the horizon. Hearing from trusted Indigenous 
advisors and community representatives on what 
continued decolonization at the Manitoba Museum 
means and how it develops is vital to our future.  

Working with and for communities  
has been the focus of the Manitoba 
Museum for many years.

S E E M A  H O L L E N B E R G
Director of Research,  

Collections & Exhibitions

(Left to Right) Manitoba Museum Indigenous Advisory Circle:  
Fred Ford, Inuit; Elder Joe Hyslop, Denesouline, Northlands First 
Nation; Sophia Rabliauskas, Anishinaabekwe, Poplar River;  
Dr. Cary Miller, Anishinaabekwe, Wisconsin; Kevin Tacan, Dakota, 
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation; Dr. Darrell Racine, Métis, Turtle 
Mountain; Shawna Wolfe, Métis; Jaimie Isaac, Anishinaabekwe, 
Sagkeeng First Nation.

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTES 
TO MUSEUM’S MISSION



The Manitoba Museum, having recently 
celebrated its 50th anniversary, is embarking 
on a journey to better understand how it can 
serve Manitobans into its second half-century.   

Beginning with a province-wide Listening Tour in 2022, 
the Museum invites all communities to help steer its 
work. We are looking for your guidance into a future  
of continued success, magnified impact, and active 
contribution towards a shared existence that 
celebrates land, people, and skies. 

Many Manitobans have walked through the Museum’s 
galleries. They have pictures in front of the iconic bison 
hunt or at the helm of the Nonsuch in their albums. 
They have honoured the Museum with their enduring 
support. Thanks to this, the Museum has always 
been—and we believe it will continue to be—a 
much-loved place where one can step into history,  
be mesmerized by its wonder, and learn from its 
lessons as we change the world today. 

Although the Museum 
feels familiar, it hasn’t 
been a static place.  
It is ever-changing and continuously reinventing  
itself as we learn more through technology, science, 
field research, and new interpretations of the past.  
We’re also being transformed by you, who are calling  
upon the Museum to lend its knowledge and trust 
towards telling the stories of systemically excluded 
communities, to amplifying the voices of those whose 
histories have been silenced, and to transform from 
our core, who we are, what we do, and why we exist. 

We invite you to take this journey with us. Your 
participation in the 2022 Listening Tour is critical. 

The ever-popular Science Gallery  
re-opened to the laughter of our young  
and young-at-heart visitors.    

Before opening to  
the general public in 
November, the Science 
Gallery invited members 
to experience science 
with us at the Museum. 

“We love watching families  
in our Science Gallery  

and we are so thankful to our members and all of our 
visitors for their patience at this time,” added Jensen.

Each exhibit in the Science Gallery offers operating 
instructions and explanations of the science at work. 
New and returning visitors will enjoy a mix of exhibits 
and experiences that cover the foundations of science.

Timed tickets and limited capacity, coupled with 
thorough cleaning protocols, ensured visitors were 
safe as they tested the universal laws of science and 
explored the wonders of technology and illusion. 

MUSEUM TO CONSULT 
COMMUNITY ABOUT 
THE FUTURE

MUCH-LOVED SCIENCE 
GALLERY RE-OPENS

The Manitoba Museum is 
your Museum; together we 
can shape its future.

D O R O TA  
B L U M C Z Y N S K A

CEO

Everyone who visits the Science Gallery 
enjoys learning about the world around us 
through entertaining hands-on activities 
where they become the scientist.” 

M I K E  J E N S E N
Science Gallery & Planetarium Supervisor



Prehistoric creatures combine with 
cutting-edge technology in this large-scale 
interactive exhibition. 

Ultimate Dinosaurs, an 
exhibition featuring twenty 
fully-articulated dinosaur 
skeletons from unusual 
locations in the Southern 
Hemisphere, creates multimedia 
experiences that bring fossils  
to life like never before. 

Based on ground-breaking research by scientists 
from around the world, Ultimate Dinosaurs features 
dinosaurs that evolved in relative isolation in South 
America, Africa, and Madagascar – dinosaurs that are 
unfamiliar to most North Americans. The exhibition 
seeks to answer the questions: why are southern 
dinosaurs unique, and why are they so different  
from their North American counterparts? 

Dinosaurs in the exhibition include Malawisaurus,  
a sauropod with bones in its skin – similar to those  
in modern crocodiles – and Suchomimus, a spinosaur 
that would have weighed five tonnes and ate fish. Also 

featured is Giganotosaurus,  
a giant carnivorous dinosaur  
that is perhaps the largest  
land predator ever. 

Ultimate Dinosaurs is 
presented by the Science 
Museum of Minnesota and was 
created and produced by the 
Royal Ontario Museum. Opens 
May 21, 2022 in the 9,000 
square-foot Alloway Hall.

MEET ULTIMATE DINOSAURS 
ARRIVING MAY 21

If you would like to share your ideas on how the Manitoba Museum can better 
respond to community needs, please contact Dorota Blumczyńska, CEO,  
at 204-988-0630 or email: DBlumczynska@manitobamuseum.ca

190 Rupert Avenue • Winnipeg MB • R3B 0N2

Ultimate Dinosaurs features 
incredible, rarely-seen specimens 
in colourful environments 
combined with augmented reality 
that brings the deep past to life.

M I K E  J E N S E N
Science Gallery &  

Planetarium Supervisor

TRIBUTE GALA 2022 TO SPONSOR A TABLE: 
Contact: Lynne Stefanchuk 
204-988-0629 
lstefanchuk@manitobamuseum.ca

TO PURCHASE TICKETS: 
Visit: ManitobaMuseum.ca/Tribute

Or contact: Jan Canseco 
204-988-0571 
jcanseco@manitobamuseum.ca

CELEBRATING COMMUNITIES
APRIL 7, 2022

Join us as we honour  
these incredible community 
leaders and spotlight the 
value of uniting to build  
a brighter future for  
all Manitobans.

Michael Redhead Champagne  
Community Organizer, Speaker, and Author

Anne Mahon  
University of Manitoba Chancellor and Author 

Flor Marcelino  
Former MLA and Community Leader 


