
On May 3, the Manitoba Museum  
welcomed Dorota Blumczyńska as  
our new Chief Executive Officer. 

For the past 10 years, Ms. Blumczyńska served as 
Executive Director of the Immigrant and Refugee 
Community Organization of Manitoba, which strives 
to empower newcomers’ families to integrate into 
the wider community. Ms. Blumczyńska has proudly 
called Manitoba home since she arrived in Canada  
as a refugee in 1989. 

Ms. Blumczyńska brings with her extensive 
experience in building and sustaining community 
connections, both of which will strengthen the 
Museum’s important role in narrating and sharing 
Manitoba’s stories. “We undertook the CEO search 
process knowing how important it would be to  
find a candidate who embodies a passion for our 
community and the things that make it special. 
Someone who loves learning and telling the stories  
of all Manitobans. Dorota is that candidate,” says 
Penny McMillan, Chair of the Board of Governors.

“The Manitoba Museum holds a very special place  
in my heart and an important chapter in my story. 
Returning here is an opportunity to contribute more 
towards celebrating our province; sharing ancient and 
contemporary Indigenous stories, newcomer stories, 
as well as the beautiful landscapes and majestic 
prairie skies and all the forms of life that flourish  

within them. I’ve been entrusted with the profound 
responsibility of supporting a dynamic team, 
cultivating curiosity and encouraging discovery, all 
while building bridges beyond our walls and beyond 
the present. It is truly humbling, ” says Blumczyńska. 

Ms. Blumczyńska takes over from Claudette Leclerc, 
who retired following a successful 23-year career at 
the helm of Manitoba’s largest not-for-profit centre for 
history, nature, and science learning and experiences.
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The Manitoba Museum is accredited by Imagine 
Canada for excellence in non-profit accountability, 
transparency, and governance. 

In celebration of Claudette Leclerc, Executive Director 
Emeritus, and her 23 years of leadership of the Manitoba 
Museum, an endowment fund been established at The 
Winnipeg Foundation in her honour. Show your appreciation 
for Claudette Leclerc’s extraordinary career with a gift to  
the Manitoba Museum Endowment – Claudette Leclerc Fund. 
Visit ManitobaMuseum.ca/donations.

Dorota Blumczyńska, 
Manitoba Museum 
Chief Executive 
Officer 

Im
age: R

éjean B
randt Photography

REPORT
Image: © Manitoba Museum / Ian McCausland



TRIBUTE 2021 LOOKS  
TO MANITOBA’S FUTURE
This year, to mark the Museum’s 50th year, 
the Tribute Gala honoured five leaders who 
are shaping the future of Manitoba. 
Thank you to all sponsors, ticket holders and 
attendees who helped make the virtual Tribute Gala  
a success! This year’s event featured an engaging and 
inspirational discussion with an impressive group of 
people whose contribution to Manitoba has already 
made a lasting and positive impact.

In a conversation moderated by Winnipeg Free Press 
editor Paul Samyn, our Tribute honourees shared their 
thoughts on diversity, the future, and how Manitobans 
met the unique challenges of the past year.

Abdikheir Ahmed
“I wish I had the power to change 
every policy that makes it difficult  
for people to achieve their potential.” 

Hilary Druxman
“The tremendous work of volunteers, 
front line workers that are supporting 
people over this past year. That spirit 
is very inspiring and will get us 
through anything.”

Jaimie Isaac
“Representation matters. If people see 
themselves in these spaces, it really 
does become a place for them.”

Niigaan Sinclair
“The future of Manitoba is 
Indigenous. And that means we all 
have a responsibility to understand 
one another, to listen to one another, 
to act together. Going into the 

future, we have to give them a world that is more 
positive than the one we have inherited.”

Hannah Taylor
“I see people organizing and doing 
incredible work to create necessary 
change in the province and I believe 
it will happen.”

The Museum unveiled a new visual  
identity and rebranding to align with  
our recent transformation.

“The rebrand is an outward reflection of the  
work and the many changes that have been going  
on within the Museum, including the completion  
of our Bringing Our Stories Forward Renewal 
Project,” says Willow Krauchi, Director  
of Marketing, Sales & Programs. 

Designed by a Winnipeg firm, Winslow Creative,  
the new graphic identity and positioning features  
a stylized letter ‘M’ reaching out to reflect the 
Museum’s welcoming approach to making 
connections and sharing the stories of Manitoba. 

“Experiences at the Museum are a journey, engaging 
emotionally and intellectually, creating memories 
and connections that last a lifetime. The new brand 
reflects our desire for dialogue, engagement, and 
reciprocal relationships with our visitors. The new 
visual identity will act as a contemporary and 
flexible backdrop to all aspects of the Museum’s 
wide range of digital and traditional marketing and 
communications efforts,” adds Krauchi. For this 
well-known cultural institution, the flexibility  
of the new brand allows the Museum to continue  
to evolve and resonate with the community.

NEW SPACES INSPIRE A NEW 
LOOK FOR THE MUSEUM
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On April 8, the Manitoba Museum opened 
the new Prairies Gallery, marking the 
completion of the $19.5 million Bringing  
Our Stories Forward Renewal Project.

The new Prairies Gallery reveals a deep and layered 
view of history through geological time, exploring 
human connections to the land, with an eye to  
the future. In this Gallery, visitors gain a greater 
understanding of Manitoba’s smallest and most 
densely populated biome’s past, its biodiversity,  
and stunning landscapes.

The Prairies Gallery features new immersive  
exhibits, enhanced with multi-media environments 
and engaging state-of-the-art techniques. Video 
interactives tell stories about real communities  
in Manitoba, and feature people who live and work  
in the region. You can watch and listen to the flurry  
of birds at Whitewater Lake; examine layers of 
history in an eroding riverbank; and walk into  
an old-fashioned schoolhouse.

All seven Museum Curators, the Collections & 
Conservation team, and many other staff members 
worked with local communities and international 
experts to realize this impressive space. “We are  
so grateful for the guidance of the Museum’s 
Indigenous Advisory Circle, the Community 
Engagement Team of Newcomers to Manitoba,  

and so many diverse community representatives and 
scientific partners,” added Seema Hollenberg, Chair 
of the Bringing Our Stories Forward Renewal Project 
and Director of Research, Collections & Exhibitions.  

“Their contributions have enabled us to enrich the 
historical and contemporary stories of First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis communities. Their input allows  
us to share the legacy of colonialism, Treaties, 
immigration, and settlement on Manitoba society  
and ecology, and its changing landscape due  
to trade, agriculture, and climate change.”

The Manitoba Museum thanks all the donors to the 
Bringing Our Stories Forward Capital & Endowment 
Campaign for their help in continuing the legacy of 
providing awe-inspiring experiences of Manitoba’s 
diverse human history and natural sciences.

I believe as a prominent organization in our 
province, the Manitoba Museum continually 
needs to focus on not only telling the stories 
of our past, but leading the conversations  
on important issues that face us in this  
era of social change.

J E O F F  C H I P M A N
Chair, Capital & Endowment Campaign

GALLERY RENEWAL 
PROJECT COMPLETED
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DOME@HOME is a weekly series of free virtual 
programming that invites Manitobans to explore  
the universe from the safety of their homes.

Every DOME@HOME episode has segments to  
help identify constellations and planets, learn about 
upcoming celestial events, and look at trending  
space science and astronomy news.

“The focus is on getting out under the sky when  
you can, and with who you can,” says Young. “We 
have heard from families who watch DOME@HOME 
with one another from afar. It’s a great way to feel 
connected to one another and our universe. 

Participants can watch our program live on Zoom, 
Facebook, and YouTube. Details for episodes are 
available on the Manitoba Museum website. 

Hosted by Planetarium Astronomer Scott Young, 
those curious about the sky can catch DOME@
HOME Thursdays at 7 pm. Originally sponsored  
by the Manitoba’s Safe at Home initiative to end  
on March 25, we have been able to extend the 
program to June 24, thanks to the generous  
support of Steinbach Credit Union.

THE STARS BELONG 
TO EVERYONE

If you would like to share your ideas on how the Manitoba Museum can better 
respond to community needs, please contact Dorota Blumczyńska, CEO,  
at 204-988-0630 or email: DBlumczynska@manitobamuseum.ca

190 Rupert Avenue • Winnipeg MB • R3B 0N2

Planetarium Astronomer 
Scott Young at the 
Planetarium’s Digistar 
projection controls.

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS MAKE 
MUSEUM “VISITS” POSSIBLE
Always a favourite destination for learning, 
the Manitoba Museum has adapted to 
connect with students remotely with  
a slate of 23 new Virtual Field Trips. 

Students can explore the history of Winnipeg, the 
science of the night sky, the diversity of Manitoba’s 
plants and animals, and the stories of the fur trade, 
from their classrooms or homes.

Virtual Field Trips provide the opportunity to visit  
the Manitoba Museum online and participate in live 

interactive presentations 
with expert Learning 
Facilitators. These online 
programs engage 
students through up-close examinations of  
Museum artifacts, specimens and exhibitions,  
during livestreamed tours of the Museum  
Galleries and the Planetarium.

With Virtual Field Trips suitable for every grade level, 
the Manitoba Museum has engaged with more than 
20,000 students in exciting new ways of learning  
since April of 2020.

Learning & 
Engagement 
Producer Shauna 
delivers a Virtual 
Field Trip from the 
Museum Galleries


