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On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
the Winnipeg General Strike, the Manitoba 
Museum is launching an exciting new 
exhibition that history enthusiasts will want to 
experience: Strike 1919: Divided City.

Geographically situated on the corner where 
major events of the 1919 strike occurred, 
where giant rallies were held, and free meals 
were provided to striking women out of the 
former Strathcona Hotel, the Manitoba 
Museum is uniquely equipped to provide an 
immersive experience of the strike.

The Museum’s much-loved Urban Gallery will 
be transformed. Using digital architectural 
projections of archival film and photographs, 
audio-scapes of recreations of conversations, 
and artifacts from the period, visitors will be 
placed at the epicenter of a city undergoing a 
great transformation.

The General Strike of 1919 was a unique event 
in Winnipeg’s history that challenged the 
accepted structures of society. For decades, 
big business and government worked hand-
in-hand to produce profit at the expense of 
labourers, all while promoting social “stability.” 
This stability was shaken by over 30,000 
strikers who brought the city to a standstill 
and demanded change. The strike only ended 
when federal authorities harnessed their 
monopoly on violence. 

The Strike 1919 exhibition, which will run 
from March 22, 2019 to January 5, 2020, is 
included with purchase of a Museum Gallery 
admission, and is free for Museum Members. 

For information about group tours,  
please contact 204-988-0626 or  
programs@manitobamuseum.ca.

MANITOBA MUSEUM COMMEMORATES 
THE WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE OF 1919
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Royal North-West Mounted Police 
face off with strikers on Bloody 
Saturday, June 21, 1919.  
Courtesy Archives of Manitoba.



Rock, Paper, Fossils  
Fun for Everyone  
during Spring Break 
Inspired by Museum Choice: Fossil Favourites from 
Across Canada, an exhibit featuring impressive fossils 
from sites all over Canada, our Rock, Paper, Fossils-
themed activities offer fun for everyone.

There will be crafts where kids can do Rock Art or 
make 3D Paper Trilobite. The Dino Dig will be open 
for junior paleontologists to excavate for fossils. 
Submit your answers after you do the Rock, Paper, 
Fossil Scavenger Hunt for a chance to win a daily 
BMO prize pack!

Bring your rocks and fossils down to the Museum  
on Friday, March 29 when we will be hosting the 
Rock & Fossil Ancient Road Show. Dr, Graham 
Young, Curator of Geology and Paleontology will 
take a look at your treasures and let you know what 
they are.

Planetarium shows include In My Backyard with Fred 
Penner, Ice Worlds, and Zula Patrol: Down To Earth. 
Check out the Meteor Petting Zoo in the Science 
Gallery.

The Manitoba Museum is open every day from  
10 am to 5 pm during Spring Break 2019  
(March 23 – 31).

Programs
À MUSÉE VOUS, À MUSÉE MOI : L’ÉPISSURE D’UNE 
BRASSERIE, UN VOYAGE, ET DU NONSUCH
Le 16 Mar • 14h – 16h30
Préparez-vous pour une après-midi paqueté d’histoires étonnantes, bizarres 
et peut-être meme osées du Nonsuch et de la Compagnies de la Baie 
d’Hudson. Apres, suivez-nous à un de la plus récente microbrasserie de 
Winnipeg, La Brasserie Nonsuch pour une assemble paquetée d’l’fun!

FROM TALK TO TABLE: STRIKE 1919
April 6 • 2:00 PM – 4:30 PM
Manitoba Museum’s Curator of History, Dr. Roland Sawatzky hosts an 
in-depth tour of Strike 1919: Divided City that will transport you back to 
Winnipeg in 1919, when 30,000 workers took to the streets to protest poor 
working conditions, stagnant wages, and mass unemployment. Following 
the gallery tour, we’ll go to Little Brown Jug for further conversation, while 
enjoying a pint of aptly named “1919” beer.

WORKSHOP: PAPER AND BOOK  
PRESERVATION TECHNIQUES
Apr 28 • 1 PM – 4 PM 
Learn how to prevent damage to historic documents, letters, photographs, 
and books with simple and practical at-home techniques taught by  
Museum professionals.

The GOAT Artisan Market
March 23 & 24 • 10 AM – 6 PM 
Alloway Hall • Manitoba Museum

The GOAT is the Manitoba Museum’s first Artisan Market  
featuring talented craftspeople from all over Manitoba. 

Bring the kids! Museum Facilitators are hosting  
craft activities for the whole family.
  @discovertheGOAT  #discovertheGOAT
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While most people might walk past 
ancient pottery sherds (broken pieces 
of pottery) without realizing it, the 
late Ray Tuokko (1943-2002) was a 
skilled, avocational (non-professional) 
archaeologist who could recognize such 
pieces. While surveying the Lee River 
shoreline in 1996, he found multiple 
sherds poking out of the mud. He 
investigated and recovered 223 pieces – 
all from a single pot.
Over the years, a number of sherds 
were carefully joined together, but a full 
reconstruction was never completed. As 
a result, archaeologists debated about the 
type of pot this was, and what it might 
have been used for. To help settle the 
debate, the Museum sent the pot to the 
Canadian Conservation Institute for a full 
reconstruction, including infilling of missing 
sections. The reconstructed pot has recently 
been returned, and is on public display for the 
first time in the Museum’s foyer. 

Hidden among the pot sherds, Ray 
discovered five small obsidian (volcanic 
glass) re-sharpening flakes, a rare find in 
southeastern Manitoba. There are six main 
geological source deposits of obsidian east 
of the Rocky Mountains: three in Idaho, 
two in Wyoming, and one in New Mexico. In 
hopes of discovering which quarry the flakes 
came from, the Museum sent a sample to a 
California laboratory for energy dispersive 
x-ray fluorescence (edxrf) testing. Analysis 
was successful, and we have learned that the 

The Vault

obsidian was quarried in Bear Gulch, Idaho, 
over 1,300 km away from where it was found. 
As with most research, for every question 
answered, many more arise.

It is clear that the pot’s maker was highly 
skilled. The pot has very thin walls given its 
large size and it is remarkably symmetrical. 
This person’s cultural group must have 
belonged to a large trade network. However, 
new research questions arise: How many 

hands did the obsidian travel through to reach 
Manitoba? What route did the people who 
carried it travel? Did the group who made the 
pot travel to Idaho? Did they trade with adjacent 
groups to obtain the obsidian? How common is 
Bear Gulch obsidian  
in Manitoba? How old is the pot and obsidian?

Stay tuned to your Museum Insider as we reveal 
what we learn about this remarkable pot.

SHATTERED PAST: NEW CLUES  
IN ANCIENT POT MYSTERY

Stay tuned to your Museum Insider as we reveal what we learn about this remarkable pot. Late Woodland (1250 – 1600 CE)



The Museum Shop features  
one-of-a-kind gifts created  
by local and Canadian artisans.

Shop Manitoba-Made  
at the Manitoba 
Museum

Designed and created in Manitoba by Sara Clark using 
authentic rope recovered from the Nonsuch.

Planetarium 
Schedule

IN MY 
BACKYARD  
WITH  
FRED PENNER  
Sing along with Fred 
Penner as he explores 
the colors of the 
rainbow, the reasons  
for the seasons, planets, 
the moon, meteors,  
and more.

ICE WORLDS  
Explore the effects 
ice and the ice melt 
on Earth and travel to 
other worlds to see  
how ice has shaped 
their landscapes.

ZULA PATROL:  
DOWN TO 
EARTH
MAR 26 – 31 ONLY 

The cast of Zula 
Patrol learn about the 
formation of our planet, 
the evolution of its life 
forms, and the effects 
of pollution.

Planetarium shows and schedules subject to 
change. Visit ManitobaMuseum.ca/planetarium 
for current show descriptions and show times.

The Manitoba Museum is accredited by 
Imagine Canada for excellence in non-profit 
accountability, transparency and governance. 

Call Heather at 204-988-0656 to start your 
conversation about legacy giving to the Manitoba 
Museum or The Manitoba Museum Foundation.

For information visit ManitobaMuseum.ca/support.

Do you remember what it was like to explore something new?

To discover something powerful and to connect your  
past to your future?

The Manitoba Museum remains a cultural symbol of the province,  
attracting the dreamers, the seekers and the curious.

The joy of discovery endures.


