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T i t l e  G o e s  H e r eT r a v e l l i n g  T r u n k s  -  G r a d e s  1 - 3

Immigrants to Canada in the early 1900s used steamer trunks to carry everything  
from precious heirlooms to everyday household goods.

OUTCOME 
Evaluate needs and wants by examining items that immigrants in 1905 may have brought with them to Canada. 
Decide upon significance and relate personal traditions and celebrations to those of the immigrants. Make 
connections between cultural traditions. Appreciate the cultural diversity of Canada.  

CURRICULUM THEMES 
Social Studies/History — Immigrant Experience circa 1886-1914, Appreciation of Diversity, Exploring Artifacts,  
Change Over Time, Personal Connections to the Past, Evaluating Significance  
Fine Arts — Expression 

ACTIVITY

INTRODUCTION 
A trunk or suitcase can reveal what is important or significant to an immigrant, because they were leaving to go to a new 
home, and could only bring so many things with them. Ask if anyone has ever moved to a new country. Did you get to take 
everything with you or did you have to leave some things behind? Could you bring everything even if you wanted to? Like 
travelling by airplane today, there were restrictions on the weight of goods that each passenger could bring on the train. 
Review vocabulary (immigrant, survival, tradition, significant).

DISCUSS 
If you were an immigrant coming to Canada by Colonist Car in 1905, what items would you pack in your trunk? Create a list 
as a group. Would you pack something to remind  you of home or the family you left behind? A family heirloom? Something to 
pass the time on the journey? A favourite toy? Food for the trip? Any special religious or cultural items? Household items? Tools 
to help you build a new home?

CREATE 
Using the enclosed worksheet, have students draw items they would include in their trunk. Encourage realism and plenty of 
detail. Could you fit a piano in a trunk? Would you bring toys if you did not have children? Did you leave space for food? 

DECIDE 
Ask each student to decide what item in their trunk is most important (significant) to them. Circle that item. Sort the remaining 
objects into NEEDS and WANTS.

REVIEW 
Discuss how there are many ways to meet NEEDS and WANTS; sometimes they are similar and sometimes they are different. 
For instance, what items could you acquire once you arrived in Canada?  Would you spend your savings on these items, or 
would you choose to bring them from home? Are there items that you are accustomed to that you may not be able to find in 
Canada? Favourite foods or ingredients, or a book written in your first language?
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My Name: ________________________________________________

Immigrant: _______________________________________________ 

Birth Country: _____________________________________________

NEEDS
 _________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

WANTS
 _________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________


