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T i t l e  G o e s  H e r eP o s t c a r d  t o  t h e  P a s t  -  G r a d e s  3 - 5

Picture postcards were a popular form of communication in the early twentieth century. Cards showing local  
scenes and landmarks could be purchased in almost every town and city. At the cost of only a few cents to buy  
and mail, this was in expensive and easy way for immigrants to send a brief message to relatives back home.

OUTCOME 
Gain an understanding of the immigrant experience in Canada circa 1905. Use reading, writing, inquiry and research 
skills. Discuss challenges of communication in the past. Use drawing and creative skills. 

CURRICULUM THEMES 
Language Arts — Writing, Reading Comprehension, Research 
Social Studies/History — Immigrant Experiences ca. 1886-1914, Changes in Technology  
Fine Arts — Expression 

ACTIVITY

INTRODUCTION 
What technology do we use to communicate with one another today? Are these things easy? Are they quick? Are they 
expensive? Imagine that you immigrated to Canada in 1905. How could you communicate with friends and family back home? 
Although telephones had been invented, not everyone had one, and it wasn’t yet possible to call someone overseas. 

DISCOVER 
Read excerpts from the postcard messages included in the “Journey of a Lifetime” exhibit. Brainstorm some events or 
experiences immigrants faced in the past on their journey that would have been memorable or important. (i.e.: learning a new 
language, being seasick on the boat, sleeping on the top bunk of the Colonist Car, buying their own land, eating strange food, 
running out of money etc.) 

WRITE — Copy the enclosed postcard template 
Have each student write a short (3-5 sentence) description of an experience on the back of the postcard.  
Encourage them to add lots of detail! 

CREATE 
Have each student exchange their postcard with someone else.  
Read the back of the postcard and DRAW that experience on the other side of the postcard. Get all the details!

CONCLUSION 
Share postcards with the class. What experience stands out the most? 



T i t l e  G o e s  H e r eP o s t c a r d  t o  t h e  P a s t  -  S a m p l e

My dear aunt, 

Finally! Cured of the sea-sicknes Pitching 

storm; everything creaking, cries from the 

interior of the boat. The sea makes more noise 

than thunder… Tonight we were stopped for 

two hours in the Gulf of St Lawrence by a 

field of icebergs. We will arrive at  

Montreal the night after next.

I kiss you with all my heart, 

Marguerite

Marguerite Trochu, May 10, 1907



Dear Mable, 

Just a card to let you know I got our here 

all right. Hoping this card will find you 

well... Got no owkr yet but think I will 

try railroading next week.

William

The country seems to be getting better as 

we go along… and the snow is fast  

disappearing. 

We have been witnessing some very nice 

scenery along the banks of the Ottawa 

River. All along the line there seems to be 

little towns springing up like mushrooms 

all of which look very nice and clean.  

We are picking people up all the way,  

all of whom seem to be travelling to 

 Manitoba & the North West.      

                    Joseph

Joseph Eckersley, April 27, 1887

   Dearest Gill:                                        
              

We left Calgary at eight o’clock. It was 

going to be another hot day, but it was 

quite cool in the train with all the  

windows open. As we got into the  

mountains, Helene and I were dashing 

from side to side fearful of missing  

something.

Monica

Monica Hopkins, September, 1910

William Samuel Baldwin, March 17, 1911




