
Hours of Operation:
Open: Tue to Fri 10 am – 4 pm  
Sat, Sun & Holiday Monday  
11 am – 5 pm

Closed: Mondays

Spring Break Hours:  
March 25 to April 2  
10 am – 5 pm

Contact:
190 Rupert Avenue  
at Main Street

Infoline: 204-988-3139

ManitobaMuseum.ca
  @ManitobaMuseum

Visitors to the Legacies of Confederation exhibit will learn how the Prairie ecology 
was transformed forever and discover how the surge of immigrants marginalized 
First Nations and Métis inhabitants. While Confederation created great 
opportunity and wealth for many people, this prosperity came at a cost to others 
and the land. 

“Every curator had a hand in developing this exhibit. The opportunity to re-
examine Manitoba’s past considering Treaties, and with a better understanding 
of Indigenous history and the environmental impacts of settlement, has been 
an important experience for each of us,” says Dr. Roland Sawatzky, Curator of 
History.

In gathering artifacts, specimens and stories for the Legacies of Confederation 
exhibit, the Museum’s curators have had the opportunity to speak with 
community members. The information gathered will also contribute to the 
interpretive plan under development for the Bringing Our Stories Forward gallery 
renewal project.

THE HISTORY LESSON YOU  
DIDN’T GET IN HIGH SCHOOL
Commemorating the 150th anniversary of Confederation, 
the Manitoba Museum opened a temporary exhibit on 
February 9 entitled, Legacies of Confederation: A New  
Look at Manitoba History. 
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The exhibit illustrates the consequences of Confederation on the 
residents of Red River and the irrevocable changes to their land – 
the land that became Manitoba. Artifacts and specimens from the 
Museum’s collection and loaned items including a walking stick used 
by Louis Riel are highlighted. 

Louis Riel Walking Stick, Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles Regiment Museum

Louis Riel, 1865 
(Library and Archives 

Canada C-006688d)



WHAT PLANET IS THE  
“PERFECT LITTLE PLANET”?
Imagine the ultimate space vacation! Come to the Planetarium Theatre and discover our 
solar system through a new set of eyes – a family from another star system seeking the 
perfect vacation spot. Fly over the surface of Pluto, the best known dwarf planet. Dive 
over the ice cliffs of Miranda, one of the moons of Uranus. Sail through the rings of Saturn. 
Feel the lightning storms of Jupiter. Walk on the surface 
of Mars. Which destination would you choose? 
This solar system journey is for space 
travellers of all ages and features a 
segment on the current night sky. 
Perfect Little Planet premieres  
on Saturday, March 25.  
See ManitobaMuseum.ca 
for a complete schedule 
and descriptions of all 
Planetarium shows.

VOLUNTEER 
PROFILE 
David Gigian is a relatively new face in our 
Volunteer Program, having joined us only one 
year ago. He has become a weekly fixture 
in our Interpretive Programs department, 
greeting visitors at the interpretive cart in 
the Boreal Forest Gallery. Since joining the 
Museum family as a volunteer, David  
has learned about the depth of Manitoba’s 
history, and finds each shift “inspirational  
and gratifying”. 

MM: How and why did you get involved with 
the Museum?

DG: I am retired and wanted to volunteer 
someplace where I could meet people. I have 
lived my whole life in Manitoba and I love where 
I live. The Museum is a great place to meet and 
talk to people about our great province. The 
Museum showcases who we are and how we 
came to be Manitobans.

MM: What is the best part about volunteering 
with the Museum?

DG: The best part is meeting people from all 
around the world. I am amazed and proud to 
see that these people travel here to visit our 
province and the Manitoba Museum.

MM: What has been your most rewarding 
experience at the Museum?

DG: I love hearing the reactions from people 
when I ask them what they think of their visit  
to the Museum. Most say it is different and 
unlike any other museum they have visited.

Interested in 
volunteering at the 
Manitoba Museum? 
A variety of unique opportunities ensure that 
there is a position here to suit everyone! Visit 
manitobamuseum.ca for more information.

THINK BIG THIS SUMMER WITH 
OUR UPCOMING FEATURE EXHIBIT, 
WORLD’S GIANT DINOSAURS!
World’s Giant Dinosaurs, a never-before-
seen exhibit, opens at the Museum in the 
newly expanded Alloway Hall this May. 
Representing giant dinosaurs from around 
the globe, visitors will have the opportunity 
examine recreations of some of the largest 
animals that ever lived.

World’s Giant Dinosaurs includes fossils, 
casts, statues, robotics, videos and other 
media, as well as hands-on activities and a 
dino dig pit. The exhibit tells the story of 
how dinosaurs evolved to such enormous 
sizes – weighing more than 50 elephants 
and growing as long as three buses – and 
how they dominated life on land for well 
over 100 million years. More than 20 
dramatically-lit dinosaur skeletons, life-like 
sculptures and active robots, some up to 
18.25 meters (about 60 feet) in length 
and 7.5 meters (about 25 feet) in height, 

illustrate new scientific discoveries about 
these amazing creatures. Visitors will also 
learn about the relationship between 
dinosaurs and their closest living  
relatives, birds.

“We are excited to offer such a spectacular 
exhibit featuring gigantic dinosaurs from 
around the world,” said Claudette Leclerc, 
the Museum’s Executive Director & CEO. 

“The renewed Alloway Hall has never looked 
better and it’s a good thing we made the 
roof high enough to fit those giants into the 
exhibit space!”

Working with “Dino” Don Lessem, a 
consultant to the Jurassic Park films, the 
Manitoba Museum is proud to present  
an exhibit, customized for this showing,  
for a limited time, from May 19 to 
September 4, 2017.



Our new exhibit, Legacies of Confederation, features William Hespeler’s 
Speaker’s Chair, used in the Manitoba Legislative Building between  
1900 and 1903. 

William Hespeler (1830-1921) played an incredibly important role in 
immigration following Manitoba’s entrance into Confederation in 1870. 
Later, in 1899 Hespeler entered provincial politics, winning the rural seat 
of Rosenfeld. In 1900 he was chosen as the Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly, which he held for three years before retiring. The carved 
wooden armchair was built for his position as Speaker and he retained 
it after he left politics. It has been handed down to generations of his 
descendants since he died in 1921. The chair was donated by his great-
great-grandson Michael Boultbee of Victoria, BC. 

Hespeler was born to a wealthy family in Baden, Germany and moved to 
Berlin, Canada West (now Kitchener, Ontario) in 1850. After business 
success in establishing mills and distilleries in Canada, he moved back to 
Baden with his sick wife, Mary Keatchie, in 1872. 

In Baden, Hespeler was informed by the Canadian government that a 
large population of Mennonites had grown dissatisfied in their colonies 
in Ukraine (at the time known as “South Russia”). They were looking to 

emigrate, and the Canadian government hoped they might migrate to 
farm the lands of southern Manitoba. Hespeler went to South Russia and 
convinced Mennonite delegates to visit southeastern Manitoba in 1873, 
which led to the migration of 7,000 Mennonites to Manitoba. Along with 
Anglo-Ontario settlers, this comprised the first wave of mass migration 
into the province. It would also set the stage for more waves of Mennonite 
migration to Canada in the 20th century. Not only did Mennonite 
settlement in Manitoba help prove the viability of farming on the open 
prairie, it also had long-term effects for Mennonite populations around the 
world, as they realized Canada could be a safe homeland. 

After this success, William Hespeler was appointed as dominion 
immigration agent for Manitoba and the North-West Territories. As 
such, he assisted with the immigration of Icelanders, Germans and Jewish 
refugees. He planned the village of Niverville, establishing what might 
be Canada’s first grain elevator. He also managed the Manitoba Land 
Company, and acted as the German consul for Manitoba. 

William Hespeler worked diligently to provide Manitoba with immigrant 
farmers after the province joined Confederation and Treaty No. 1 was 
signed in 1871. The consequences of this mass migration can be felt to this 
day in the prairie regions of Manitoba. 

The Vault

William Hespeler’s Speaker’s Chair, 1900, wood  
and leather.

William Hespeler seated in the Speaker’s Chair, ca. 1903. 
Courtesy Jeremy Hespeler Boultbee.

Contributed by Roland Sawatzky, Curator of History

THE WILLIAM HESPELER SPEAKER’S CHAIR 

Detail of crest rail, including the seal of Manitoba (bison and 
English Cross of St. George) surmounted by a large crown. 
This symbolizes the power of the Speaker as an authority in 
the Legislative Assembly.



Birthday  
Parties
Hunt for pirate treasure, don your lab coat, travel among  
the stars, enjoy liquid nitrogen ice-cream and much more!
Call 204-988-0696 or email  
partyinfo@manitobamuseum.ca
Bookings accepted from September to June.

ManitobaMuseum.ca    @ManitobaMuseum

Flashlight tours of the Museum, hands-on 
activities in the Science Gallery, and a 
Planetarium show – all in one amazing 

night! Book groups for a sleepover program by 
emailing sleepovers@manitobamuseum.ca  

or call 204-988-0696.

Night at  
the Museum?

CURRENT  
PLANETARIUM SHOWS
Live with the Stars –  
Take a guided tour 
of the night sky as 
seen from Manitoba. 
This live show covers 
current constellations, 
planets, and celestial 
events.  

Length: 35 minutes 
Audience: General

Back to the Moon, for Good! – Narrated by 
Tim Allen (Buzz Lightyear from the Toy Story 
movies), this show explores the past, present, 
and future of lunar exploration. Ride along with 
the Apollo astronauts, hear from some of the 
teams vying to win the Google Lunar X Prize, 
and see what humanity’s future on the Moon 
might look like.  

Length: 35 minutes / Audience: General

One World, One Sky: 
Big Bird’s Adventure  –  
Join Big Bird and 
Elmo as they explore 
the night sky with Hu 
Hu Zhu, a Muppet 
from “Zhima Jie,” the 
Chinese co-production 
of Sesame Street. 
Together they take an 
imaginary trip from 
Sesame Street to the 
moon, where they discover how different it is 
from Earth. They also journey to Zhima Jie to 
learn about the similarities in our view of the sky. 
This 35-minute show is designed for families 
with young children, and includes an introduction 
to the current night sky.

Length: 35 minutes  
Audience: Families with young children

The Manitoba Museum is a charitable, non-profit organization. Membership  
is the simplest way to enjoy the history-, science-, and space-themed learning  
experiences the Museum offers all year long. By purchasing a Manitoba Museum  
membership, you are supporting the Museum in its mission to collect, research,  
preserve and share the stories of our province.

Planetarium shows and schedules subject to change. 
Visit ManitobaMuseum.ca/planetarium for current show 
descriptions and show times.

ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE  
PRESENTS

THE WATERSHED
MARCH 15 – 18, 2017

Manitoba Museum members receive  
15% OFF REGULAR PRICES with the promo code LAKES.  

Purchase at www.royalmtc.ca or at 204-942-6537.

By Annabel Soutar
Director by  
Chris Abraham
Co-produced by Porte  
Parole (Montreal) and Crow’s  
Theatre (Toronto) with support  
from La Coop Fedérée

Canada’s lakes were threatened when  
the government cut funding to the 
Experimental Lakes Area (ELA) in 
2012. Canadians, including Manitobans, 
stepped up. Experience first-hand the 
passionate fight to save the Experimental 
Lakes Area.


