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Sat, Sun & Holiday Mondays  
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Starting May 21:   
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Contact:
190 Rupert Avenue  
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Infoline: 204-988-3139

manitobamuseum.ca

             @ManitobaMuseum

Terry Fox – Running to the Heart of Canada 
opens on July 14, 2016, and provides an in-depth 
look at Terry’s epic 143-day, 5,373-kilometre 
journey from St. John’s, Newfoundland to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. The exhibit explores 
Canadians’ deep and abiding affection for  
Terry and examines his unique place in our 
collective memory. 

Developed by the Canadian Museum of History, 
in partnership with Terry Fox’s family, Terry Fox – 
Running to the Heart of Canada features a wide 
array of artifacts and archival materials, displayed 

together. They include Terry’s journal and artificial 
leg, and press clippings and media interviews.

“Terry Fox has moved countless Canadians and 
his heroism continues to inspire us today,” said 
Claudette Leclerc, Executive Director of the 
Manitoba Museum. “As Manitobans celebrate 
Terry Fox Day and Canadians prepare to 
participate in the Terry Fox Run, we can offer 
them a unique opportunity to better understand 
the context of the original Marathon of Hope  
and the spirit of the man who ran it.”

Terry Fox – Running to the Heart of Canada  
Opens July 14 
The Manitoba Museum is commemorating Terry Fox’s heroic Marathon 
of Hope by presenting the most comprehensive exhibition ever organized 
depicting the run and Terry’s remarkable and continuing legacy.
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FOSSIL FUN IN THE DINO DIG!
Have you ever wondered how Triceratops ate, how we know what dinosaur skin looked like 
or how big Deinonychus’ killer claw was? Learn the answers to these questions and more as 
you investigate dinosaur teeth, examine fossils, and search for clues in our new Dino Dig 
Discovery Room, opening May 6. The room will feature hands-on fossils, fun activities, 
and a dinosaur dig.  

In the Discovery Room you will also learn about our new pliosaur, due to arrive in August 
2016. Pliosaurs (a type of swimming reptile) were the top predators in the sea that covered 
most of Manitoba during the Cretaceous Period. Come see videos showing how the 
pliosaur’s skeleton was recreated from 90-million-year-old fossils. Both the fossils and the 
recreated skeleton will be on permanent display in the Earth History Gallery. We want you 
to help choose a name for this newest addition to the Museum family. Come learn about 
the pliosaur and vote for the name you think best and we will enter you for a chance to win 
a great prize. 

MANITOBA MUSEUM HOSTS THE  
FRANKLIN EXPLORATION MICRO-EXHIBIT
The Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) and Parks Canada have joined a coast-to-coast-
to-coast network of Canadian museums, including the Manitoba Museum, to share 
information about the Franklin Expedition and the evolving discoveries around it with 
scores of Canadians through pop-up displays and programming. 

Parks Canada Chief Executive Officer, Daniel Watson said, “The discovery of HMS Erebus 
was realized through a combination of leading-edge science and Inuit oral tradition. It was 
an important moment for history and archaeology in Canada.”

Now open in the Arctic/Sub-Arctic Gallery, the Franklin Exploration micro-exhibit 
provides visitors with information on the latest discoveries and research featured on the 
double-panelled displays and dynamic digital components. While artifacts do not travel 
with the displays, the Manitoba Museum has enhanced its presentation with items from 
the HBC Museum Collection. As new discoveries occur, visitors across the country can 
expect simultaneous updates to the displays.

The Franklin Exploration includes updates on 
contemporary research, underwater archaeology, 
and conservation efforts undertaken by Parks 
Canada and its partners, as well as the Government 
of Nunavut, since the September 2014 discovery of 
HMS Erebus. Inuit contributions and involvement has 
also been featured.

Interim ROM Director and CEO Mark Engstrom 
stated, “Given ongoing, underwater archaeological 
research on HMS Erebus, and the continued search 
for HMS Terror, we look forward to enhancing the 
project’s content over the next three years.”

VOLUNTEER  
PROFILE 
Claire Woodbury, 25, joined the Manitoba 
Museum’s team of volunteers in late 2014, and 
in just over a year, she has amassed almost 300 
hours of volunteer service! A love of museums 
and an interest in working with people drew 
Claire to her volunteer role here at the Museum. 

MM: What is your responsibility at  
the Museum? 

CW: I am a Science Gallery Volunteer and a 
Guide on the Nonsuch.

MM: What is a day of volunteering at the 
Museum like for you? 

CW: A typical day has me starting in the Science 
Gallery, helping out at the racetrack or running 
the Lake Winnipeg: Shared Solutions game. After 
lunch break I go to the Nonsuch Gallery. There 
is usually more time to talk one-on-one with 
visitors as the school groups trickle out. 

MM: What have you learned since volunteering 
with the Museum? 

CW: How to build an electric car out of K’nnex 
[at the racetrack in the Science Gallery] –  
I was really terrible at first.

MM: What is your favourite part of  
the Museum? 

CW: I like pointing out the little things in the 
galleries that people might not notice like the 
5,000-year-old meteorite piece that you can 
touch. I also love the Nonsuch. I think people at 
the Museum get used to it because we see it all 
of the time, but it really is something special to 
have an entire boat inside a building.

MM: What has been your most rewarding 
experience at the Museum? 

CW: I don’t know if I have a single rewarding 
experience but little ones that happen every day: 
when somebody learns something they didn’t 
know or thanks me for giving them information.

Deinonychus skeleton



HOW DO YOU SOLVE A PROBLEM LIKE A GLYPTODONT? 

For the past couple of years we have been 
working with a beautiful fossil of a pliosaur, which 
was collected by Wayne Buckley from western 
Manitoba. We are now at the stage of preparing 
a permanent exhibit of the fossil, to be installed 
in the Earth History Gallery this summer. As 
part of this renewal project, we have had to 
relocate the glyptodont, which had been in its 
previous location in the gallery for over 40 years. 

Glyptodonts were creatures that lived during the 
Ice Age, that have been described as “fridge-
size armadillos,” although the largest ones could 
perhaps have been called “armadillos the size of 
Volkswagen Bugs.” They were heavy, armoured 
creatures that weighed up to two tonnes. They 
spent their time lumbering around the forests 
and plains of South America and southern 
North America, eating trees and grasses. 

Glyptodonts became extinct about 10,000 
years ago during the “Quaternary Extinction 
Event,” at about the same time as giant ground 
sloths and other large mammals, probably as a 
result of climate change and hunting by humans.

Our particular glyptodont is a replica of a fossil 
that belonged to the genus Glyptodon, and it 
came to the Museum by a long and circuitous 
route. The glyptodont and the ground sloth were 
among the earliest casts of big vertebrate fossils, 
produced during the late 19th century by Ward’s 
Natural Science Establishment in Rochester, 
New York. Our ground sloth (Megatherium) was 
supplied to the Redpath Museum in Montreal in 
time for the opening of that institution in 1882, 
while the glyptodont joined it in Montreal some 
years later.

By the 1960s, the Redpath was renovating, and 
these immense casts were removed and needed 
a home. The Manitoba Museum was under 
construction, so the casts were transferred 
to us and shipped to Winnipeg. They were 
assembled when the Earth History Gallery was 
constructed, and were there in time for the 
gallery opening in 1973. For the forty-plus years 
since then, both of these huge and historic casts 
had stood in place on the platforms that had 
been constructed for them. 

The glyptodont has now been carefully moved 
to a new platform adjacent to the ground sloth. 
When the new exhibit is complete, we will 
interpret not only the life history of the  
animals, but also the interesting history  
of the replicas themselves. 

The Vault

The glyptodont, as featured in Ward’s catalogue from 1866. Museum staff members slide the glyptodont into place  
on its new platform.

Contributed by Graham Young, Curator of Geology & Paleontology



PLANETARIUM SCHEDULE
Until May 20, 2016

Monday: CLOSED

Tuesday – Friday: 
2:30 pm – Astronaut

Saturdays, Sundays & Holiday Mondays: 
11:30 am & 2 pm – Zula Patrol: Down to Earth

1 pm & 4 pm – Astronaut

3 pm – Live with the Stars

Visit manitobamuseum.ca/planetarium  
for show descriptions and updated schedule.

Astronaut

Zula Patrol: Down to Earth

The Manitoba Museum is a charitable, non-profit organization. Membership  
is the simplest way to enjoy the history-, science-, and space-themed learning  
experiences the Museum offers all year long. By purchasing a Manitoba Museum  
membership, you are supporting the Museum in its mission to collect, research,  
preserve and share the stories of our province.

Don’t leave home without your 
Manitoba Museum membership card!
Travelling this summer? Manitoba Museum members receive 
free or discounted admission* to science centres across Canada!

Visit canadiansciencecentres.ca/Reciprocal-Agreement 
 for a complete list of participating institutions.

*upon presentation of valid membership card; some restrictions apply 

A LWAYS MO R E TO D I S COV E R

Summer  
Day Camps

· Time Traveller Adventure – travel  
around the world and back in time!

· Dino Dig Science – calling all 
junior paleontologists!

· And so much more… 
Register at ManitobaMuseum.ca  
or call 204-988-0626  
(Registration begins April 4.  
Sibling discounts available.)Birthday  

Parties
· Junior pirates get to board the Nonsuch!
· Get your birthday greeting amidst the stars  

of the Planetarium!
· Enjoy liquid nitrogen ice cream and much more!
Call 204-988-0696 or email  
partyinfo@manitobamuseum.ca
(Bookings accepted from September to June.)

@ManitobaMuseum

Night at  
the Museum?

YES YOU CAN! Book groups  
for a sleepover program by emailing  
sleepovers@manitobamuseum.ca.


