
Earth Explorers brings the unparalleled adventures 
of National Geographic to life by highlighting 
five of the planet’s spectacular eco-zones – polar 
regions, oceans, rainforests, mountains and caves, 
and the African savannah. “Earth Explorers allows 
the entire family to become explorers…at least for 
a day! The exhibit offers a great chance to discover 
more about our planet, in an interactive environment, 
making it a fun learning experience for explorers of all 
ages,” says Mike Jensen, Planetarium and Science 

Gallery Programs Supervisor. Extend your day of 
exploration by picking up an Explorer Passport 
at the Box Office and collecting stamps at the 
Explorer’s Club stations in all four venues. Take your 
completed passport to the Gift Shop to receive your 
very own Explorer’s Club button! 

Member rates: Adult – $7, Youth/Senior/Student 
– $6, Child – $5. Visit manitobamuseum.ca for full 
program details.

Take a journey around the world!
Now open in Alloway Hall, National Geographic Presents: Earth Explorers  
offers visitors the chance to visit some of the wildest places on Earth!
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MUSEUM EDUCATOR VISITS POLAR REGIONS

Ask the Museum’s Science Education 
Programs Developer, Mike Jensen, how 
he spent his summer vacation this year, 
and his answer might surprise you. For 
the seventh summer in a row, Jensen 
travelled as an educator with Students 
On Ice (SOI), a national charitable 
organization dedicated to ship-based 
expeditions to the polar regions for 
high school-age students. 
“This summer was the 15th 
anniversary of SOI, and our 2015 
Arctic Expedition was the biggest 
one we’ve ever tackled,” said 
Jensen. “We had 112 students 
and 80 staff educators, scientists, 
artists and community elders join 
us from over a dozen countries 
across the world.” Travelling 
aboard the Ocean Endeavour, 

the expedition visited communities 
and landings along the west coast of 
Greenland, then traversed Baffin Bay to 
the north tip of Baffin Island, stopping 
in Pond Inlet and Sirmilik National Park 
along the way. To read more about the 
students’ experiences on this year’s 
expedition, please check out  
www.studentsonice.com. 
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Mike Jensen in front of the Jakobshavn Ice Sheet near 
Ilulissat, Greenland

TWO NEW PERMANENT EXHIBITS OPEN

The Museum was proud to open two new permanent exhibits in the Parklands/Mixed 
Woods Gallery on August 12, 2015. We Are All Treaty People is a collaboration with the 
Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba and its Commissioner James Wilson. First 
displayed as a temporary exhibit in the summer of 2014, this new permanent installation 
marks the first time that all eight Manitoba Treaty medals have been presented as a 
group. In recognition of First Nations perspectives, the eight Treaty medals have been 
matched with pipes and pipe bags signifying a commitment to the Treaty as a sacred 
undertaking meant to last forever. “It is unusual for a museum to display sacred artefacts 
like these pipes and pipe bags, but without them we would have failed to represent First 
Nations agency and understandings,” says Dr. Maureen Matthews, Curator of Ethnology. 

The Berens Family Collection explores 
Treaty No. 5 through the legacy 
of the Chief Jacob Berens and the 
Berens family.  Treaty No. 5 covers 
over half of Manitoba, and contains 
the first language about First Nations 
hunting and trapping rights. At the 
heart of the exhibit are objects which 
commemorate the moment of  
the Treaty negotiation: the original 
Chief’s suit and medal given to 
Jacob Berens on September 20, 1875.  
We hope you take time to enjoy these 
new additions to the Museum Galleries 
during your next visit!



THE VAULT
 Welcome to the Cultural Exchange 

Amelia Fay, the Curator of the Hudson’s Bay  
Company Museum Collection and I recently put 
together a temporary exhibit on the fur trade. In this 
exhibit we decided that rather than presenting the 
fur trade as a series of facts with dates, prominent 
people and significant events we would focus on 
the process of cultural exchange. The advantage of 
this approach was we could highlight archaeological 
materials in contrast to ethnographic pieces in the 
same exhibit. The process of cultural borrowing was 
clearly not a one-way street. While the traditional 
view is that European goods were superior to First 
Nation technology, and therefore immediately 
adopted, the reality is much more complex. 

Europeans adopted First Nation and Inuit tech-
nology to make life easier. The birch bark canoe is 
probably the best known example but many others 
exist including snowshoes, clothing and footwear. 
At the same time, First Nation peoples incorporated 
European technology and goods into their lives. The 
ancient practice of decorating clothing and personal 
items with porcupine quills began to be embel-
lished with glass beads. Eventually glass beads, 
and later embroidery, were the dominant form of 
decoration. Today only a few artists continue to keep 
the ancient art of quillwork alive.  

This exhibit challenged the visitor to look at the 
contributions First Nations and Inuit people had, 
and continue to have, on the material culture we use 
today. For most of the fur trade the birch bark canoe 
was the primary mode of transportation. Canoes 
of today, whether they are Kevlar, cedar strip or 
fibreglass, reflect the original design of a birch bark 
canoe. Metal or graphite snowshoes are popular 
with outdoor enthusiasts, again based on an Indig-
enous technology. Look around this winter and you 
will see many people wearing mukluks or mitts with 
beadwork. First Nation and Inuit traditions are not 
just found in the vaults they are all around us – we 
just need to look!

We hope you had a chance to see Trade:  
Materials and Ideas in Transition this summer, 
and will enjoy Nice Women Don’t Want the Vote, 
our next Discovery Room exhibit opening on 
Thursday, November 5.

Quilled cradleboard panel with blue glass bead trim, early 1820s

Model birch bark canoe

Discovery Room exhibit

Contributed by Kevin Brownlee, Curator of Archaeology



PLANETARIUM SCHEDULE

Until November 30, 2015

Monday: CLOSED

Tuesday – Friday: 
2:30 pm – Astronaut

Saturdays, Sundays & Holiday Mondays: 
11:30 am & 2:00 pm – Zula Patrol: Down to 
Earth

1:00 pm & 4:00 pm – Astronaut

3:00 pm – Live with the Stars

November 11, 2015 
1:15 pm – Zula Patrol: Down to Earth

2:00 pm & 4:00pm – Astronaut

3:00 pm – Experience the Aurora

Visit manitobamuseum.ca/planetarium for 
show descriptions and updated schedule.

Astronaut

Zula Patrol: Down to Earth

The Manitoba Museum is a charitable, non-profit organization. Membership  
is the simplest way to enjoy the history-, science-, and space-themed learning  
experiences the Museum offers all year long. By purchasing a Manitoba Museum  
membership, you are supporting the Museum in its mission to collect, research, 
preserve and share the stories of our province.

PRICES:

MEMBER PRICING: Ultimate Party 
Package

Basic Party Package 
(1 venue)

Up to 10 children $250 $180

11–15 children $280 $210

16–20 children $310 $240

190 Rupert Avenue • manitobamuseum.ca 
Party Info: (204) 988-0696 • ahoeppner@manitobamuseum.ca

MUSEUM • SCIENCE GALLERY  • PLANETARIUM

ask us about Explorer Parties!

Our new Ultimate Birthday Party packages 
include a visit to the Science Gallery, Museum 
Galleries or Planetarium, themed activities  
and a science demonstration!

ULTIMATE PARTY PACKAGES

Dates: November 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 
Time: 1 pm–4 pm

The Nonsuch Gallery will come  
to life with special activities that  

will take you back to 1668. 

Highlights include:
• Nonsuch below-deck tours
• Sailor selfie photo booth  
• Costumed interpreters 

• Nonsuch stories with Matthew Havens

with us… every

afternoon in
Sunday
November

LOVE THY NONSUCH MONTH PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
LIVE MUSIC  

Sunday November 15 
Simpson’s Folly 
1 pm and 2 pm

Celebrate

https://manitobamuseum.ca/main/support/love-thy-nonsuch/
https://manitobamuseum.ca/main/visit/planetarium/

