
Hours of Operation:
Open: Tue to Fri 10 am – 4 pm  
Sat, Sun & Holiday Monday  
11 am – 5 pm

Closed: Mondays

Winter Break Hours:  
December 26 to January 8 
10 am – 5 pm

Contact:
190 Rupert Avenue  
at Main Street

Infoline: 204-988-3139

manitobamuseum.ca

  @ManitobaMuseum

Fossils from the Cretaceous Period are 
abundant and found in many places, but good 
quality pliosaur fossils are extremely rare. “This 
is the only relatively complete pliosaur ever 
collected in Canada, and one of the best in 
the world. It is scientifically significant because 
pliosaur skulls have rarely been found with the 
body fossils,” said Dr. Graham Young, Curator of 
Geology and Paleontology. “It is being actively 
studied by scientists from Tokyo Gakugei 
University and the Canadian Museum of  
Nature in Ottawa.”

In life, the Manitoba Museum’s pliosaur would 
have been about 18 feet long (5.5 metres). An 
examination of the fossils revealed that the 
creature was a juvenile and, had it grown to 
adult size, it might have reached 40 feet (12 
metres) or more. The skeletal reconstruction 
is suspended from the ceiling, positioned as 

it would have been when swimming in the 
Cretaceous seas. Below it, the original fossil is 
dramatically displayed in a recreation of bedrock 
as though it has just been discovered.

The pliosaur fossil was discovered in 2002 in 
the Manitoba Escarpment in the western part 
of the province by agricultural scientist and 
amateur paleontologist, Dr. Wayne Buckley. 
The various components were painstakingly 
collected between 2002 and 2005, and 
Buckley prepared and documented the fossils in 
his home workshop before donating them to the 
Museum in 2014.

The Museum held a contest to name the pliosaur 
and the most popular name was Chomper, 
inspired by the set of teeth that ensured the 
pliosaur’s position at the top of the food chain.

Manitoba Museum Unveils World-Class Fossil 
A 90-million-year-old pliosaur fossil was revealed in the Earth History 
Gallery in August. The new addition to the Museum’s fossil family is 
represented by two skeletons: the actual fossil shown as though it is  
exposed in bedrock during excavation, and a full skeletal reconstruction. 
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TWO NEW EXHIBITS OPEN 
IN THE SCIENCE GALLERY
BRICKYARD: BUILD WITH LEGO BRICKS
This hands-on permanent exhibit opened in the Science 
Gallery on October 20, 2016. Visitors can practice science and 
engineering problem-solving while designing, building and testing 
LEGO masterpieces. Choose one of several challenges to test 
your LEGO skills or to let your creativity run wild: build a bridge, 
create a pulley chair, or take the ultimate challenge and design 
and build a lunar base, with everything astronauts need to survive 
on another world!

NASA MOON ROCK COMING SOON
Between December 15, 2016 and June 23, 2017, visitors to the 
Science Gallery will have the rare opportunity to see a real rock 
collected from the moon by astronauts during the Apollo 17 lunar 
mission in 1972 and learn what it tells us about the solar system. 
Starting in December, complement your visit to the moon rock 
by checking out the full-dome show, Back to the Moon… 
For Good! in the Planetarium.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH US!
Imagine what it was like at Christmastime in 1668 England as you stroll through the 
authentically-decorated Nonsuch Gallery. Go on a rare tour of the “hold” of the Nonsuch, 
listen to music from days gone by and hear stories of Christmas past.

NONSUCH HOLD TOURS 
Climb down into the cargo area of the replica  
17th-century ship that sailed to Hudson Bay in  
1668 when the Museum opens up the hold for  
a limited time only! 

December 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17 & 18, and December 
26 – January 8 • 1 pm to 4 pm 

HOLIDAY ARTISAN MARKET 
Join us for our first annual Holiday Artisan Market 
featuring local crafters and Manitoba-made gift items.

December 3 & 4 • 11 am to 5 pm

HOLIDAY PLANETARIUM SHOWS  
The Alien Who Stole Christmas and Season of Light  
have become annual favourites with visitors of all ages. 
Both shows are playing in the Planetarium theatre 
from November 26, 2016 to January 1, 2017.  
Visit manitobamuseum.ca for show times.

VOLUNTEER 
PROFILE 
Françoise Collins has been a mainstay in our 
Interpretive Programs department since 
2002. In that time, she has contributed 5,601 
hours of service, engaging visitors of all ages. 
Françoise’s main area of responsibility is to 
engage with visitors in the Museum Galleries, 
but she also enjoys the occasional shift on the 
Nonsuch, interpreting the history of our famous 
ketch. Originally from Rouyn-Noranda, 
Quebec, Françoise moved to Winnipeg for 
work and immediately fell in love with the city: 
“I stepped off the airplane and it felt just like 
home!” she says.

MM: How and why did you get involved  
with the Manitoba Museum?

FC: I had retired and was looking for something 
to do. One day I was waiting at the bus stop 
and saw that there was an open house at the 
Museum. I came over to check it out, and found 
out that bilingual volunteers were in demand – 
that was how I started volunteering here.

MM: What is your favourite part of the 
Manitoba Museum?

FC: All of it! I like the way it is displayed –  
it’s very open – you keep walking and find 
new things all the time. You’ll think you’ve 
seen everything, and then one day you’ll see 
something new!

MM: What is the best part about volunteering 
with the Manitoba Museum?

FC: Meeting people – you meet different 
visitors from different countries, and school kids 
who always have interesting questions.

Interested in 
volunteering at the 
Manitoba Museum? 
A variety of unique opportunities ensure that 
there is a position here to suit everyone! Visit 
manitobamuseum.ca for more information.



This summer I spent three weeks touring 
museums and researching collections across 
parts of the United Kingdom. I went with 
two main goals: to view collections linked to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC), and to 
gain inspiration and insight for our upcoming 
Nonsuch Gallery renewal. I really want to 
strengthen the feel in that gallery that our 
visitors have stepped back in time, and in order 
to do so we need to liven up those buildings. 

The Victoria and Albert Museum provided 
me with some excellent ideas for 17th century 
furnishings to enhance our Nonsuch Gallery. I 
continued on this theme by visiting a few 17th 
century pubs that are still standing in London to 
get inspired by the architecture and décor, and I 
might have sampled a few ales!

I met with the ship technicians who care for the 
Cutty Sark at the National Maritime Museum 
in Greenwich and realized how lucky we are 
that our Nonsuch is indoors and protected from 
harmful UV rays and water damage. 

My ship theme continued as I headed down 
to the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard to view 
the Victory, Mary Rose, and Warrior. I spent 
time with members of the Historic Ship team 
to discuss the care and maintenance of their 
ships and how they interpret them. I am so 
inspired with ideas for our Nonsuch and its 
surrounding gallery!

From Portsmouth I continued north, stopping 
in Oxford to see the renowned Pitt-Rivers 
Museum before heading up to Aberdeen, 
Scotland. Aberdeen has a number of museums, 
along with a great collection associated with 
the university that includes artifacts collected 

by former HBC employees. From Aberdeen 
I hopped on a ferry to head to Orkney, and 
spent the weekend driving around touring the 
incredible Neolithic archaeological sites and 
experiencing the stunning landscape. A highlight 
for me was the Stromness Museum, where 
they have an entire mezzanine dedicated to the 
HBC and John Rae, the famous doctor who 
discovered the fate of the Franklin expedition. 

My last stop was Edinburgh, and although I 
was getting a bit tired I managed to see a lot of 
museums and galleries over the three days I was 
there and experienced the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival. It was a fantastic, whirlwind trip and I 
have hundreds of photos and pages of notes that 
I’ll need to sort through in the coming months 
as we work towards our Bringing Our Stories 
Forward Capital Renewal Project. 

The Vault

Cutty Sark Ship Technician William teaches Dr. Fay  
how to coil rope

Crawling out of Maeshowe, a Neolithic chambered  
tomb in Orkney

Contributed by Amelia Fay, Curator of the Hudson’s Bay Company Museum Collection

RESEARCHING MY WAY ACROSS THE UK

Gutskin coat and other Inuit artifacts on display at the 
National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh



   @ManitobaMuseum

Birthday 
Parties
· Junior pirates get to board the Nonsuch!
· Get your birthday greeting amidst the stars  

of the Planetarium!
· Enjoy liquid nitrogen ice cream and much more!

Call 204-988-0696 or email  
partyinfo@manitobamuseum.ca
(Bookings accepted from September to June.)

CURRENT  
PLANETARIUM SHOWS
Live with the Stars –  
Take a guided tour 
of the night sky as 
seen from Manitoba. 
This live show covers 
current constellations, 
planets, and celestial 
events. 

Length: 35 minutes. 
Audience: general.

The Zula Patrol: Down to Earth – The zany cast 
of Zula Patrol stop a notorious polluter – and 
also learn about the formation of our planet and 
the evolution of its many life forms. 

Length: 35 minutes. Audience: families with 
younger children.

The Search for Life: Are We Alone? –  
An engrossing immersive theater experience, 
The Search for Life: Are We Alone? explores the 
links between life on Earth and the potential  
for life on other planets. Narrated by actor 
Harrison Ford, this show includes a live  
segment on the current night sky.

Length: 35 minutes. Audience: general.

The Manitoba Museum is a charitable, non-profit organization. Membership  
is the simplest way to enjoy the history-, science-, and space-themed learning  
experiences the Museum offers all year long. By purchasing a Manitoba Museum  
membership, you are supporting the Museum in its mission to collect, research,  
preserve and share the stories of our province.

DECEMBER 3 & 4 
11 AM – 5 PM
Members Pre-Shop  
December 3 from 10 – 11 am
Members receive 20%* off  
Museum Shop purchases all weekend

*Some restrictions apply 

Planetarium shows and schedules subject to 
change. Visit manitobamuseum.ca/planetarium 
for current show descriptions and show times.

Holiday Artisan  
Market

1st ANNUAL MANITOBA MUSEUM



The Manitoba Museum proudly acknowledges  
the 2015-2016 sponsors and funders.
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100Y/100M
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Manitoba’s Builder
Bob & Kim Silver

Bruce Bennett Winnipeg Branch 


